
Bellevue’s Approach to 
Traffic Calming

Context Sensitive Design

Karen Gonzalez, City of Bellevue
Joe Giacobazzi, KPG



A Two Phase Program Approach

❚ Phase I 
❙ Education
❙ Engineering
❙ Enforcement

❚ Phase II
❙ Speed Humps
❙ Traffic Circles
❙ Curb Extensions
❙ Medians
❙ Raised Crosswalks



Meaningful Public Involvement
Building Community

❚ Survey neighborhood 

regarding concerns

❚ Form Traffic Committee

❚ Educate and Inform Traffic 

Committee on policies and 

guidelines

❚ Develop Traffic Plan



❚ Survey neighborhood to 

measure support

❚ Traffic Committee can take 

initiative

❚ If 65% of respondents support 

plan, move forward to final 

design and construction

Meaningful Public Involvement
Empowerment



Neighborhood Survey
Identifying Tradeoffs

❚ Includes overview of project

❚ List Pros and Cons of proposed 
devices

❚ Traffic Committee can produce 
their own publication and/or 
generate support outside City 
survey



Innovative Design Solutions
NE 16th Street - Crosswalk Enhancement

❚ Concerns
❙ Excessive vehicle speeds
❙ Pedestrian visibility

❚ Involve Stakeholders
❙ Local Residents
❙ Bellevue School District/PTSA ❚ Raised Crosswalk  

(Elongated Speed Hump)

❚ Curb Extensions
❚ Bollard’s with Educational 

Plaques



Innovative Design Solutions
161st Avenue SE - Traffic Calming Plan

❚ Concerns
❙ Excessive vehicle speeds
❙ Cut-through traffic

❚ Stakeholders
❙ Local Residents
❙ Metro Transit
❙ Fire and Police Department

❚ Elongated Speed Humps
❚ Realigned Intersection
❚ Entry Median



Innovative Design Solutions
164th Avenue NE - Speed Cushions

❚ Concerns
❙ Excessive vehicle speeds
❙ Cut-through traffic

❚ Stakeholders
❙ Local Residents
❙ Bellevue School District
❙ Fire and Police

Departments

❚ Speed Cushions



Context Sensitive Design
Elements of Success

❚ Support of City Leadership

❚ Partnership with the community

❚ Consultant Support

❚ Commitment of City Resources


